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PATHOLOGICAL. 

MORVAN’S DISEASE. 

Marchiafava and Bignami describe two cases which have 
come under their direction, both of which offer the complex 
symptomatology characteristic of Morvan’s disease : 

The neuralgic pains preceding the appearance of paresis 
and analgesia, the paresis accompanied with muscular 
atrophy of the extremities. Along with the analgesia was 
tactile and thermal anaesthesia, more or less diffuse and well 
marked. The characteristic trophic disturbances were 
present from the onset, with symptoms of whitlow, redness, 
swelling, tumefaction of the fingers and toes, with necrosis 
and expulsion of small bony fragments, giving the mutilated 
extremeties a curious appearance. 

In the first case the trophic lesions extended to all the 
digits of the four extremities. Generally not more than 
three or four of the fingers are the seat of whitlows, and in 
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very severe cases, as those of Prouff, Morvan and Jurgen- 
sen.from 7 to 9 digits were affected. In this case the disease 
began in the lower extremities, whereas, generally, these 
parts are exempt. 

In the second case the disease followed a trauma, was 
accompanied with incontinentia urinai, began in the toes 
and was limited to the lower extremities. The tibia was 
also the seat of the trophic disturbances, and the joints, 
especially the tibio-tarsal, had undergone marked destruc¬ 
tive alterations.—(Bulletine d. R. Accad. Med., di Roma, 
fas. ii, iii, 1891.) W. C. K. 

HISTOLOGICAL ALTERATIONS OF THE NER¬ 
VOUS CENTRES PRODUCED BY ELECTRICAL 
SHOCK. 

Magini, of Rome, experimented upon dogs, cats, pigeons, 
white mice and rabbits, employing the potential electrical 
apparatus of Winsurth. After examining the brain cord and 
peripheral nerve carefully he arrived at the following con¬ 
clusions : 

1. That death by electrical shock, where there is no ex¬ 
ternal or appreciable internal lesion, is produced by a pro¬ 
found alteration taking place in the ganglion cell of the 
cerebro-spinal system. 

2. That such ganglion cells show great changes in size, 
being shrivelled and atrophied, deprived of nucleus and 
nucleolus, and accept an intense stain. 

3. That the electrical shock, oft repeated, favors diape- 

desis. W. C. K. 


PYRAZOLE. 

H. Tappeiner, Centralblatt fur klinische Medicin, No. 46, 
has found that this substance possesses peculiar properties 
which may be used to advantage in certain forms of nervous 
disease. Given in large doses it is a paralyzer of the ner¬ 
vous centre. As a heart stimulant its action is prompt. 
That it is an excitant of the secretory apparatus of the kid¬ 
ney is shown by the active diuresis following its administra¬ 
tion. Aside from these conditions produced by pyrazole, 
the physiological action is very similar to that of antipyrine. 
The dose is from one-half grams. No nausea, vomiting or 
other unpleasant sensations have been observed to follow its 
employment. B. M. 



